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spent on a farm where he acquired the vigorous
constitution and sound health which he enjoyed
throughout life. Here, too, was probably awak-
ened that compelling interest in plants, minerals,
and the weather which determined the trend of
his scientific studies. After a common-school
education he prepared to enter Williams College
and was admitted at the age of eighteen. Gradu-
ating in 1806, he followed a strong religious bent
and studied for the ministry. A year later he
was licensed to preach by the Berkshire Congre-
gationalist Association- After a brief pastorate
at West Stockbridge and Tyringham, Mass., he
returned to Williams College as a tutor. From
1810 to 1827 he served as professor of mathe-
matics and natural philosophy during which
period he devoted much time to the development
of work in physics and chemistry on the labora-
tory side and to the collection of museum speci-
mens of geology and botany. Most of these he
gathered by personal effort, others he obtained
by exchange with collectors in this country and
abroad, thus making the start for the fine mu-
seum now owned by the Institution. In 1823
he organized among the students the first anti-
slavery society in Massachusetts. He served as
principal of the Berkshire Gymnasium, at Pitts-
field, Mass., 1827-36, and of the High School,
afterward known as the Collegiate Institute at
Rochester, N. Y., 1836-50. At the founding of
the University of Rochester in the latter year he
was elected the first professor of chemistry and
natural sciences, which position he held until
his retirement in 1861 as emeritus professor.
From 1837 until within a week of his death, he
made daily observations on the weather condi-
tions of Rochester. He also lectured for many
years, beginning in 1822, on chemistry and medi-
cal botany in the Berkshire Medical Institution,
and in the Medical School at Woodstock, Vt,
from 1842 to 1849. He was a born teacher and
acquired knowledge, seemingly, chiefly for the
purpose of communicating it to others. He was
a leaven of intellectual activity in whatever com-
munity he resided.

His scientific observations covered a wide
range. To the first volume (1819) of the Amer-
ica* Journal of Science he contributed a "Sketch
of the Mineralogy and Geology of the Vicinity
of Williams' College," and fifty-three later vol-
\ contain papers by him. Between 1824 and

1866 he contributed a long series on the sedges
entitled "Caricography." These were never
collected into a single volume but were char-
acterized by Asa Gray as an "elaborate mono-
graph patiently prosecuted through more than
forty years." He further classed Dewey with
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Schweinitz and Torrey, two of the foremost
students of North American plants, saying that
they 'laid the foundation and insured the pop-
ularity of the study of Sedges in this country."
Dewey also prepared a Report on the Herba-
ceous Plants and on the Quadrupeds of Massa-
chusetts, published by the state in 1840, and the
section on the carices or sedges in Alphonso
Wood's Class-Book of Botany (1845), the work
being dedicated to him. His service to botany
has been recognized in the name of the genus
Dewcya, umbelliferous plants of California. In
the line of ethnology his writings include two
critical reviews of Agassiz's Essay on Classi-
fication (Princeton Review, 1863), and one
entitled "Examination of Some Reasonings
Against the Unity of Mankind1' (Ibid., July
1862). Although familiar with the teachings of
Lamarck and Darwin regarding evolution his
acceptance of them was apparently prevented by
his theological beliefs.

Dewey was married twice: in 1810 to Sarah
Dewey, and in 1825 to Olivia Hart Pomeroy of
Pittsfield, Mass. There were five children by
the first marriage and ten by the second.
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DEWEY, GEORGE (Dec. 26, i837-Jan. 16,
1917), naval officer, was born at Montpelier, Vt
Among: his ancestors were Douai, a Huguenot,
who settled in Kent, England, the latter half of
the sixteenth century; Thomas Duee of Sand-
wich, Kent, who emigrated to Dorchester, Mass.,
in 1634, changing his name to. Dewey; Josiah
Dewey his son, who had the rank of sergeant
in King Philip's War; William Dewey, great-
grandfather of the admiral, one of the volunteers
at the battle of Lexington, George was the
youngest of three sons, children of Dr. Julius
Yemans Dewey and Mary Perrin. His mother
died when he was five years old, but his father,
whom his son characterizes as "a natural lead-
er/' with "ideas of right and wrong . . . very
fixed, in keeping with his deep religious prin-
ciples," gave himself without stint to the bring-
ing up of his boys. "To my father's influence in
my early training I owe^ primarily, all that I

268